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Services ( for July & August please see pg 12)
Sundays

08:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Godly Play (Sunday School)
Sung Eucharist
Sunday School (as announced)

Fifth Sundays 08:30 am
Holy Communion
11:30 am
United Service
No Sunday Schools
Wednesdays 19:30 pm
Fridays
10:00 am

Evening Prayer
Holy Communion

Tel:
+34 91 576 5109
Email:
info@stgeorgesmadrid.com
Web site:
www.stgeorgesmadrid.com
Locum:
Revd Canon John Kilgore
Follow us:
www.stgeorgesmadrid.com
OR facebook.com/stgeorgesmadrid
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MESSAGE FROM OUR LOCUM CHAPLAIN
Transitions and Finding your way....
Have you ever been lost in the woods? Or while driving? Or had times in
your life when all was in upset and chaos? And you felt lost…
What do you do and how do you navigate in such circumstances? This period
of interregnum at St. George’s may perhaps be one of those times. It may
be difficult to believe but St.George’s is now over six months into this
period of interregnum and I have been with you as your interim chaplain
for three months already with several more to go. During such a period
questions such as ‘Who will be our next priest?’ ‘Is our attendance
dropping?’ ‘Will the parish survive?’ ‘Can we afford a full time priest?’ are
the norm. Anxiety and uncertainty can reign. It may seem like nothing is
happening... and it is easy to feel lost.
In his great book Transitions, author William Bridges writes that times of
transition in our lives are somewhat analogous to the seasons. Times of
major transition, he observes, are characterized by a definite ending, a new
beginning, and a significant fallow period in between. He makes the point
that the fallow period is oh so necessary, and is not a time of nothing
happening (sorry for the double negative, but important here, and as
Spanish speakers we appreciate that double negatives are forbidden in
English but not in other languages!) While the fallow period may seem to be
a time of inactivity, in fact fallow periods are necessary times of rest,
recharging, and refreshing. Much as winter is a preparation for spring
wherein nourishment, renewal, and under-the-ground preparation are
occurring the period of interregnum is a time of recharging for St. George’s,
not a time of nothing happening.
I first met Spain in 1974 while a student at the Universidad Complutense in
Madrid, and found St. George’s then as well. Indeed it became my rock, and
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I am very privileged to be your worship leader at St. George’s for a season.
Thank you for the opportunity. Rest assured that this fallow period is an
important time on the way to the next chapter in St. George’s history and
that your leadership and I are working together to do the preparation of the
soil so that the next chapter in St. George’s history will be rich and
productive. Rather than feeling, perhaps, lost, rest in this time of rest and
recharging. And know that St. George’s has been a rock for a very long time
and will continue to be. Spain has transitioned from a conservative,
Catholic, and closed society led by a dictator to an open, progressive, and
inclusive country with a constitutional monarchy that serves as a model for
many countries. Likewise St. George’s has transitioned from an ‘embassy
church’ to a more diverse community serving people from many countries
and being the focus of worship and gathering for many diverse groups.
Indeed the activities at St. George’s, from the self help groups, to the
diverse worship communities, to the parties under the fig tree all serve to
feed God’s people as Jesus calls us to do in the gospel. “Inasmuch as you
have done it unto the least of these, you have done it unto me,” he says.
During a time of transition, the tension between continuing to be the rock,
and the change and progress ahead, can be unsettling and cause us to feel
lost. But rest assured that God’s sustenance has gotten us, and St. George’s,
this far and will continue to do so. Much as the Spanish ‘soul’ or alma, has
kept Spain Spain.
When God’s people are faithful and live out their gospel charge to love and
care for others, they are richly rewarded by God with growth and high yield.
So when you feel lost, or concerned or at sea, keep the faith, say your
prayers, and know that with eyes on the compass looking to the true north,
as Dame Julian of Norwich that great English mystic said “All shall be well,
and shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well...”
John +
The Reverend Canon John W. Kilgore, M.D.
Interim Chaplain St. George’s Anglican Church Madrid
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TOUCHING BASE WITH FATHER PAUL AND JILL
IN MONTREUX  by Liz and Peter Pacey
We went to Montreux, Switzerland, to see how our dear friends, Rev. Canon
Paul Ormrod and his wife Jill, were settling into their new life. We thought
we would record their thoughts in an “Hola” style Q&A piece.
Q. What are the differences between St. John’s and St. George’s
that you notice the most?

A. The congregation mix is very different. A large part of the congregation is
European, and particularly British folk who have retired in the area. We very
much miss the children, we only see the occasional ones here. Similarly we
rarely see anyone from the African continent which again is a great pity. Pan
African Sunday was always such a joy. As a result we will have to wait until
September to hold our first christening and no weddings are planned. I am
able to do more hospital and home visits - fortunately there have been no
funerals!
Overall though I do feel like I am in an English Parish again – performing as a
vicar rather than as a chaplain. And I no longer need to worry about the
Church fabric or whether the Hall is well stocked with loo rolls. The Council
takes care of all that.
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Q. Anything that surprises you about the Swiss?
A. After Madrid, you do notice how quiet the place is, especially on
Sundays. Blocks of flats have house rules that prevent you from even doing
the hoovering on a Sunday. Very sensible!
Of course, being mainly Lutheran in this part of Switzerland, nobody (and
they do have a delightfully quiet sense of humour) raises their eyes when
I’m wearing a dog collar and holding hands with Jill. It did cause some
shocked looks in Madrid at times!
A pleasant surprise for us is how easy Swiss banks are to deal with. The
staff speak English, as well as Switzerland's official languages, are friendly
and we don’t spend a lot of time going nowhere in a queue lined up in front
of a solitary bank teller. Enough said?!
Q. Are there big differences in your lifestyles?

A. Well, certainly no more breakfasts or tapas evenings at the local corner
bar in General Oráa. We have avoided Fondues so far but Raclette has
more than a certain attraction despite also having its share of mega calories.
We have access to UK TV for the first time in years, but the novelty is
already wearing off. We should be watching more French channels to brush
up on the lingua franca. Jill has read an extraordinary number of books and
I have at last got my theological library in one place in my inspirational
study.
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Q. Are the hills alive with the sound of music?

A. They are indeed! Montreux is surrounded by steep hills and mountains
and we have two versatile choirs and musicians, one at St. John’s and the
other at my other church at Villars-sur-Ollon, which is set in real mountain
summer pasture countryside. I haven’t seen an alpenhorn in use yet nor
have I heard any yodelling but all comes to one who waits!
Q. How do you cope with the high cost of living?
A. I t is true that Switzerland is more expensive than Spain for most things.

Travel and food is particularly pricey, even Toblerone costs significantly
more. We have some small supermarkets but none in front of our house, as
we used to have in our Madrid flat. If you are out of sugar, well you are
out of sugar, perhaps for a few days! Still, we now have more time to cook
for ourselves.
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Q. How else are you spending your free time?

A. We have bought a couple of bikes and are using them to ride around
Lake Geneva. We have already been almost as far as the French border, but
we will be keeping on the flat cycle paths for the time being. We ́ll leave
the mountains to the goats! There is also a lovely, very well kept promenade
that goes for miles and this is great for early morning strolls.
There are many open air public swimming pools in the Montreux area
which could work well. I think though that we won’t be testing the Lake,
given that it is topped up with melt water for most of the year.
And then looking to the winter again, well we might just venture beyond
the snow line but skiing and snowboarding are for another generation!
Q. Any ideas that St. John’s can pass on to St. George’s?

A. We have instituted a regular film night in the vicarage. Besides
watching a movie we also stop at a suitable point for wine and pizza.
It is going down well (as are the refreshments!).
We have also been holding weekly bible studies at home. We pick a
text to study and discuss what it means to us. Again it is very popular.
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Q. What question should we have asked you that we didn’t?
A. and Q. How’s the French coming along, Jill?
A. Bien, about as bueno as my Spanish!
Q. Any special message to the people at St. George’s?
A. Be open to God’s call, wherever that may lead. For us that led us on
paths that we would never have dreamt of not so many years ago, and we
have met some amazing people on the way. And remember “The One who
calls you is faithful” (I Thessalonians 5.24).
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH? by Renmus

Many would start their answer to this question “It is a building…….” But, in
the New Testament the word never refers to a building but to a group of
people, often specifying where they are situated - a city or region. Thus Paul
writes to ‘the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus
and called to be his holy people’ (1 Corinthians 1:2). And in the book of
Acts, ‘When Paul landed at Caesarea he went up to Jerusalem and greeted
the church’ (18:22). The word is also used to describe the whole body of
believers, world-wide. Jesus told Peter ‘on this rock I will build my church’.
The Latin word translated as church, ‘ecclesia’, comes from the Greek
where it means ‘assembly’. The Spanish ‘iglesia’ is clearly the same. Our
churches might be described as ‘congregations of baptised Christian
believers’.
How do we become members? Our church teaches the simple necessity of
being baptised, following the precedent set by those who came to John,
described as ‘the Baptist’, including our Lord, himself - one of the
indications that he was fully human as well as the Son of God. Having been
baptised as infants, the promises then made on our behalf by our parents
and godparents are, years later, ratified by our own Confirmation of those
commitments. Many people seem to think that after our participation in
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these two ceremonies, all that is necessary in the Christian life is our
occasional attendance at Sunday gatherings in any convenient church
building, but only if other matters or diversions do not detain us. But, is
that really all that is required of those described as disciples of Jesus? The
best way to answer this question is to consider the first group of disciples,
those who walked closely to our Lord during his life on earth while He was
preparing for the end of this time in His crucifixion and resurrection - the
events at the centre of history on which our faith depends.
Our Lord, in selecting His first disciples, said to each, “Follow me”. Those
chosen by Him immediately did this. Others gave excuses as to why the call
was inconvenient for them, but anything less than immediate obedience was
insufficient for Jesus. Those who obeyed the call followed the then normal
behaviour of those who decided to become pupils of a particular teacher.
They lived with him, in modern parlance 24/7, along with others thus
forming communities. So pupils not only heard all his teaching but learned
from the daily life of the Master.
We cannot do this but surely must seek to learn as much as we can from
those first disciples and others who wrote of their time with Him and the
emphases of His teaching. We do this by listening to our teachers but also
and in more detail by reading the words of those men and following the life
that is described in their works collected in the book called the New
Testament. This is part of a greater story which needs the Old Testament to
complete the picture.
The truth is that Christians are those who follow Jesus in all aspects of their
lives as His disciples, constantly learning more about Him and life in Him
and part of a throng of fellow believers, ever expanding throughout the
world. This growth in numbers may not be very evident in Madrid or at our
home bases in other countries - that is our fault. The billions of us now
alive follow in the footsteps of the vast multitude of disciples in the history
of the whole body of the Church. Archbishop Temple said ‘The Church is
the only society that exists for the benefit of those who are not its
members’
In the prayer given to His followers by Jesus we ask the Father that His will
be done. We have to actively seek to know His will and carry it out. We
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have to be with Him in reading His word, praying in line with His will and
working to make the Kingdom come, that Kingdom which Jesus opened
His ministry by declaring to be here and Himself as the Monarch. We need
to get near to Him so that He will not be a stranger when we meet
face-to-face.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Thursday 19 September

British Benevolent Fund event

Saturday 21 September

Book sale

Saturday 5 October

Jumble sale

SUMMER SERVICES
Sundays: 08.30
Said Eucharist
11.00
Sung Eucharist
Wednesdays: 19.30
Evening Prayer  (only in July)
Please note that there will be no 10.00 Family Service during July and
August; and no midweek services at all during August. See page 2 for
resumption of normal services in September
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The Church Council:
Lay Chair:
Jennifer Effer
Secretary Church Council: Adam Hill
The Church Wardens:
Anne Cole, Rebecca Rico Irwin
Reader, Diocesan Synod Rep and
Ferede Secretary:
Celia Paterson
Synod Reps:
Elizabeth Pacey and Jenny Effer
Honorary Treasurer:
Karen Mullins
Safeguarding Officer:
Melissa Pearce
Elected Members: Carol Skinner, Patricia De Juanes, Iain Deuchar,
Diana Grayland, Adam Hill, Angela Irwin, Karen Mullins, Elizabeth
Pacey, Melissa Pearce, Gillian Trotter Park

Other Appointments
Administration Officer;
Liz Mason
Flowers:
Louise Bueno
of Music and Organist: Stephen Knight
Organist:
Diana Davies Burr
Protection Officer: 
Anne Cole

 hurch
C
Director
Deputy
 Data
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HERE COMES SUMMER by Liz Pacey
Summer is well on its way and Mother Nature is keeping us on our toes by
making the season different – as usual! The unusually hot, dry weather is
certainly taking its toll on both plants and animals. It may not be a
coincidence that there is a notable lack of flying insects at the moment.
Although there is water in the fish pond there are far fewer midges and the
fish that remain following the heron ́s visit are more than usually hungry.
For the first time in years there are hardly any blow flies. “Jolly good!” I
hear you say, but is it? Flies are a dangerous pest around food but they are
an essential part of the food chain. Remember the song by Burl Ives (gosh,
that dates me!) “There was an old woman who swallowed a fly…..,” If you
don’t, well, a spider ate the fly, a bird ate the spider and so on; a simple
although rather improbable food chain.

Flies are also important pollinators, so before you reach for the fly
spray, just try keeping them out of your house. An elderly neighbour of
mine used to swear by putting a pebble in a polythene bag of water and
hanging it from the curtain rail over her window. Was it nonsense? I’m not
sure if it ́s scientific but she had no fly spray or flies in her house! The lack
of insects could account for their being fewer bats around. They normally
nest in various persiana boxes and we can watch them swoop out at dusk,
first of all quartering the garden for food, then moving further afield into
the finca. Most years in August and early September we find babies around
the window frames, we will just have to wait and see this year.
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The swallows did turn up briefly but obviously decided that
they were going for more up-market accommodation this year. They visit
the garden and have been seen swinging on a rope used by fledglings last
year, but they have nested elsewhere. Similarly, the nightingale pays fleeting
visits but has not been heard singing as much as usual. Perhaps a mate was
found quickly. However, the robin is extremely busy and hops on to the
nearest branch or spade when we are weeding or planting, never leaving
without a snack or two in its busy beak. The Dartford warblers are once
again nesting in the lavender hedge. They give the cat a good telling off
when it comes near, I just hope she’s not clever enough to realise that their
chattering means a fluffy meal nearby. A pair of magpies, not my favourites,
have nested in one of the trees and their fledglings can be seen hopping
about like plump little cartoon characters. These parents are most efficient
at evicting the cats who certainly don’t argue with them or their beaks.

The weather forecast keeps showing possible showers only for them to
disappear by the next day, and the reservoir levels in Madrid are 20 % down
on last year. We have stopped digging the weeds out of the garden in favour
of cutting them down so that the roots stabilise the very dry dusty soil.
Perhaps a rain dance or two might help. It might also convince the
neighbours that we really are mad. Meanwhile, with climate change very
much a talking point, it is maybe time for us all to cut down on plastics and
remember, “If cleaning materials aren't safe to put in your fish tank, don’t
put them down the drain!”
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SCIENCE & RELIGION
Are they compatible?
by Rainer Schmidt
The question of whether science and religion are compatible with each
other is probably as old as humanity itself. Throughout the history of
humanity, religious beliefs regularly collided with scientific findings.
Famous is the case of the Florentine astronomer Galileo Galilei, who had
to publicly renounce his scientific findings, in front of the inquisition in
Rome in September 1632, that the earth circulates around the sun.
According to the legend, he left the buildings of the inquisition in Rome
after renouncing his theory and walking down the steps, he exclaimed:
“Tamensi movetur!”,which in Latin means “And she does move!”,
referring to the earth.
At these times, the two concepts of science and religion seemed to be
incompatible with each other. At first sight, this may in fact seem
reasonable, because science is all about rational thinking, whereas religion is
about belief. In more recent times though, science and Christian religion
have somewhat converged with each other, mainly due to the fact that the
Christian church has accepted certain scientific findings to be true. For
example, Pope John Paul II met with the famous British physicist and
cosmologist Stephen Hawking in 1986 in Rome, and Pope John Paul II
accepted the big bang theory to be true. In the views of Pope John Paul II
the big bang constituted the act of genesis, whereas Stephen Hawking was
an atheist and simply believed that it was the beginning of our universe.
Furthermore, several attempts have been made in the last century to
scientifically prove that god must exist, although these proofs have
remained largely controversial. Maybe the two most influential physicists of
the last century, Albert Einstein and Stephen Hawking, disagreed on the
question if God exists. Albert Einstein was a devout Jew, and very famously
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expressed his initial doubts about quantum theory with the words: “Gott
würfelt nicht!”, which in German means “God does not throw dice!”. He
said this to reject the major claim of quantum theory that on a small length
scale it is only possible to give probabilities of the whereabouts of a small
particle such as an electron. However, Einstein later changed his mind, and
quantum theory and the underlying principle of uncertainty from Werner
Heisenberg are now well accepted. Werner Heisenberg was in fact a
devoted Christian himself, and at some point he came up with this beautiful
statement: “The first gulp of the glass of natural science will turn you into
an atheist, but at the bottom of the glass God is waiting for you.”
Continuing rumours said that on Werner Heisenberg’s gravestone, it is
written: “He lies here somewhere…”, which I have clarified, for this article,
to be untrue.
Personally, the question of whether religion and science are compatible with
each other was on my mind throughout my childhood, because I was raised
by an atheist father and a religious Christian mother. Neither of my parents
ever tried strongly to convince me about the correctness of their respective
views, and for large parts of my childhood I was an agnostic. During my
later life when I decided to study physics, and when I became a Professor in
Physics here in Madrid, I realized in a continuous process that for me it is
true what Werner Heisenberg said. The deeper I went into the
fundamentals of physics, the clearer it became to me that God must exist.
Stephen Hawking rightly said that you do not need God to explain our
universe through the laws of physics. This is certainly correct, but in my
opinion you need to go one level further and ask yourself the question of
why the laws of physics are composed the way they are. Maybe some of you
remember from school the law of Newton: F = m·a, or Force =
mass·acceleration. Why is it not F = m/a? Could this not be possible as
well? Or maybe it could be something completely different? Why is it just
the way it is? And you can ask these questions about every single law of
physics that exists. Some atheists would answer such questions by saying
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that this is simply the way our universe is made up, because otherwise
human life would not be possible and we would not be here to ask these
questions. I personally find this answer unsatisfying and I believe that the
universe was created the way it is on purpose with the objective that human
life can exist. In fact, most cosmologists, including Stephen Hawking,
accept the claim that it cannot be a coincidence that our universe is made
up exactly the way it is, in a way that human life, or life in general is
possible. Several cosmologists including Stephen Hawking then conclude
that an infinite number of other universes must exist, and we simply live in
the “lucky” one. From what I know, this so-called multiversum theory has
strange consequences that do not convince me. However, I have to admit
that I am not an expert in multiversum theories, I have not read a lot about
it, I do not fully understand it and therefore I cannot explain it to you. I do
promise though to read up on it and I will tell you more about it in my next
article. However, I have a certain feeling that the multiversum theory is an
attempt by some cosmologists to avoid the rather unscientific conclusion
that there is only one universe that must have been created purposefully by
an entity that we call God. Rainer Schmidt, Professor in Physics at the
Complutense University of Madrid
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1st MAJADAHONDA’S FIRST SCOUT CAMP!!
by Melissa PEARCE
British Scouting Overseas is expanding and our new group 1st Majadahonda
has been up and running for 3 months! We have over 30 children of various
ages who have joined up and they seem to be as keen now as they were
when they started!
At the beginning of June, we ventured out on our very first camping
weekend! We decided not to go too far away for our first one, so we found
a lovely campsite in Villaviciosa de Odón, on the west side of Madrid but
nevertheless, the same Scouting experience, learning all kinds of survival
techniques, nature and wildlife.
Our group is split into 3 sections – Scouts, Cubs and Beavers. On the Friday
night, the Scouts and Cubs set about putting up their tents, and after a
hearty dinner it was time to go to bed – even though they stayed awake
until about 2am chatting away with too much excitement!!
It was hard waking up the Scouts on Saturday morning… but they all got
going and headed off into the countryside to learn how to build a “bivouac”
(a shelter to sleep in overnight when hiking) and an important lesson was
not to build it on top of an ant hill! They cooked their own lunch of
sausages and baked beans in billy cans on gas burners, and then they plotted
their hike for the next day using 6 figure map references.
The Cubs set off on their own 3.5km nature walk, learning about the
country code and identifying species of insects, plants and animals.
Afterwards they worked on their Astronomy badge by drawing the solar
system and talked about Scouts in space – did you know that of the 320
pilots and scientists selected by NASA since 1959, an amazing 181 were in
Scouting!! And of the 12 people who have ever walked on the moon, an
incredible 11 were also Scouts!!!
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The Cubs tested the fast reactions needed to be an astronaut and made a
pinhole projector to observe the sun safely. Now it was time for the Cubs
to play lots of traditional scouting games – like Giants, Wizards & Elves!
Later on, the Scouts and Cubs headed off to the swimming pool to work on
their Swimmer stage 1 badge. The Scouts had to swim 25 metres and swim
on their backs! The Cubs had to demonstrate water skills such as floating,
treading water, retrieving objects as well as some distance swimming.
The Beavers then arrived on Saturday morning, for one night’s stay. First of
all, they pitched their own tent and once it was up, they were very excited to
jump in and try out their sleeping bags in the middle of the day! They made
their own bug hotels out of cardboard, string and leaves and left them out
to attract bugs overnight! They learnt all about animals, birds, fish and
insects.
To earn their Outdoor Activity badge – sponsored by the Gruffalo© – they
learnt some basic knots and did some Gruffalo colouring in. After which,
they cooked their own S'mores over a grill – biscuits, chocolate spread and
marshmallow sandwich!! Later, they also joined the Scouts and Cubs in the
swimming pool for a splash around and a cool down!
It was now time for tent inspection!! Once everything was in order, and after
dinner, we sat around a campfire and toasted marshmallows. All the
children put on a show with stories, skits, jokes and songs! We finished off
the evening singing traditional Scout campfire songs, such as Ging Gang
Gooly, and B-I-N-G-O!
On Sunday morning, the Scouts were ready and prepared for their 8km hike!
They used the skills they had learnt in map reading, orientation and dealing
with different kinds of terrain. The Beavers went on a nature walk and
spotted 8 different kinds of bugs! The Cubs completed their Athletics badge
by entering a welly tossing contest and a three-legged race!
Once the camp and the tents were packed up, we all sat down together with a
snack for a “Scouts’ Own”. This is a tradition dating back to 1909 where
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Scouts take a moment of reflection collectively and inclusively. We all
expressed our gratitude for what we have and for the things that make us
happy. Many of the reflections were deeply moving.
We finished off the weekend with a big meal all together in the Comedor of
the campsite. The parents joined us for our Closing ceremony, which
involved some new investitures, and lots of pats on backs! It had been a
wonderful and successful weekend!! The leaders had all worked hard, the
kids were engaging and excited, and the parents are fully behind the
Scouting movement.
We can’t wait to do it all again!!!
Melissa Pearce
Group Scout Coordinator, 1st Majadahonda
www.1stmajabritishscouts.com www.britishscoutsmadrid.com
www.britishscoutingoverseas.org.uk
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CHASING CHURCHES IN NORTH NORFOLK  by
Charles Penty
The church of St Nicholas in Blakeney loomed large as we trudged along the
sea wall. It has much to entice the passing traveller - an unusual second
beacon tower to guide ships lost in the mist, for example - but, sadly, we did
not go inside. So another fine church slipped by in our wake as we pressed
onwards, making up the miles on our trek down the coast of North
Norfolk.
We (my son Sam and I) were finding to our cost that long-distance hiking
with a heavy pack can often be incompatible with simply stopping to see
the sights along the way. For our annual long walk this year, we had chosen
the Peddars Way and North Norfolk Coastal Path, a hundred-mile walk
through the rolling fields, wide beaches and flat marshlands of this
atmospheric corner of Eastern England.
Norfolk is a region that brims with ancient churches - about 650 of them many splendidly embellished with the profits of the medieval wool trade.
While I can't speak for Sam, I would happily visit every one of them, given
the chance. Each would have its own special atmosphere to savour as if the
layered stories of past lives and pieties can somehow still resonate.
Our problem in Norfolk was that we had too little time to see so many
churches. When you're on a heavily-laden journey by foot, even a short
detour adds extra miles and burns up energy. So, sadly, we did not stop in
the deserted hamlet of Houghton to see what are said to be the largest
collection of Romanesque church paintings in England. Nor did we linger
at All Saints Church in Burnham Thorpe where Admiral Horatio Nelson's
father was rector and the lectern and rood screen are made from timbers
from HMS Victory, his flagship at the Battle of Trafalgar.
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We did, however, take a look inside the small church at Burnham Deepdale,
close to the bunkhouse where we slept one night. There we found a round
tower built by the Saxons, a square Norman font carved with scenes of
farming life from 900 years ago and windows filled with stained glass
depicting winsome medieval angels and a marvellous Man in the Moon.
At the entrance was a plate with seashells that visitors are encouraged to take
as a memento of this ancient building. As I helped myself to one, I was
grateful to receive its gifts of silence and old holiness. Churches, be they in
Norfolk or on the corner of Nunez de Balboa and Hermosilla, offer us so
much, with historical relics being the least of their treasures. Is there
anything we might be able to give back in return?

THE PROBLEM OF PAIN

b y The Editor

Our 10.00 Family Service is often attended by young couples having their
babies christened. The joy on their faces is of encouragement to us all. This
joy is also shared by those who may now need to stand on tiptoe to watch,
or not be able to watch at all. Thankfully, though, ageing is a process that
most of our worshippers will both enjoy and endure. This life process, of
course involves pain. Only last summer, on losing my aged mother to
ill-health, my need to remain positive, and optimistic, was challenged to the
fullest. But, despite the tragedies and other difficulties that most of us have
experienced, in retrospect, we all have a tendency to remember the good
times rather than those of difficulty and even suffering.
The Holy Bible and the writings of the early Church reveal Jesus Christ as a
man whose great suffering and death did not prevent Him from leaving a
lasting testimony, and handguide, to joyful living and sharing that is
available to all; winners, losers, and the majority, at least here, whose lives
are a constant mixture of joy, pain and the more tedious nature of daily
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routine. As St George ́s goes through a challenging period of change,
some will be feeling the discomfort that change frequently brings. New
leaders bring new challenges and require new commitment. Like life itself,
the Bible is full of happy and sad moments; of people succeeding and failing
to achieve what is expected of them, and what they expect of themselves.
These sacred writings show Moses leading God´s chosen people out of
slavery but Moses could not lead them into the promised land. There was
not enough mannah to feed the kids, and God's people turned away from
Him. Most of them had seen the River Jordan pàrting to allow them to
escape the Pharaoh, but often even miracles are not enough. We sometimes
expect a loving God to give us what we need, even if we do not give Him
what he needs from us.
It is all too easy to blame God when things go wrong and yet take credit for
ourselves when they go right. A quick reflection on a typical day, though,
suggests something entirely different. How often we make others suffer
solely because of our own discomfort. Waking up with bad indigestion
after a lovely dinner, the night before, we tell off our children too harshly
for not being ready for school. One of them, irritated, reacts badly to a
teacher ́s correction in class, the teacher has a go at one of her colleagues,
and so on.
We are called to be like Christ; to behave in ways that correspond to His
teaching and example, even when times are tough. Nobody could ask more
of a god than to die for them. If that is our starting point, then there may be
ways we can reach out more to those we know who are truly suffering and
needy. As churchgoers, our example is what others see. When asked for the
most important commandment, Jesus replied “Love God with all your
heart, mind and soul; and love your neighbour as yourself. However hard
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that may seem, we are promised the perfect result by Christ, even if it takes
a lifetime of learning and practice.

St George ́s Committees
Standing Committee: Chaplain, Wardens, Secretary and
Treasurer.
Fundraising Committee: Angela Irwin, Carol Skinner
Fabric Committee: Carol Skinner, Gillian Trotter-Park,
Rebecca Rico
Business Committee: Gillian Trotter-Park, Melissa Pearce

July and August are traditionally when Madrileños, (Madrid inhabitants)
leave the heat for the mountains. Many members of our congregation
will be away. We wish them, and you all, a very happy summer.
Editor: Iain.C.Deuchar
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